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Dr. Edward N. Brandt Jr., assistant secretary for health, today directed
agencies of the Public Health Service to step up activities to combat Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome, a little-understood- syndrome afflicting increasing
numbers of peuplle in the United States.

Recently three hemophilia patients were reported to have developed
Prneumocystis carinii, a rare lung disease that may be linked to Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome. - AIDS complicated by such medical problems as

Kaposi's sarcoma and nppnrtuﬁatic infections has recently been reparted in
several population groups: homosexual men, recent Haitian entrants and
intravenous drug abusers.

To supplement PHS' ongoing AIDS activities in epldemiologic surveillance,
laboratory study and clinical investigation, Dr. Brandt issued the following

instructions:

1. The Centers for Disease Control will contimue its work with the
Mational Hemophilia Foundation, Hemophilia Treatment Centers and
others to determine if other cases of AIDS have occurred or are
occurring in patients with hemophilia;

2. CDC and the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute of the Mational
Institutes of Health will work jointly to develop a plan for testing
patie.-nts with hemophilia to r.'ie:.rel-:p data relating to the immune
system;

(MORE)



3. The Food and Drug Administration's Advisory renes w. —___
Products will review all possible practical techniques which might
decrease or eliminate infectious risks from Factor VILII, the blood

’J,/" product most commonly used to treat hemophilia A, andrepn:tthe
tions_to.him;
National Cancer Institute will act as expeditiously as

to review and fund promising research projects related to AIDS

($2,205,000 has for FY 83);

5. The PHS will continue to involve representatives of all affected
groups in future committee mestings on AIDS to ensure that the
broadest knowledge is available.

"The lung infection In three patients with hemophilia is disturbing,™ Dr.
Brandt stated. "“At this time, however, we can't be sure thers is a mmntim
-between blood products used by tl';ese patients and AID5. Patients with hemo-
philia should continue to rely on the treatment prescribed by their dectors.®

After PHS learned of the three cases, it called an cpen meeting July 27 to
consider the ramifications of the problem. In addition to PHS agencies, the
Mational Hemophdilia anﬂati.m, the American Red EﬁES, various blood banking
organizations, National Gay Task Force, Mew York City Health Department, and
the New York Inter-Hospital Study Group on the Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome and Kaposi's Sarcoma attended the meeting. The groups' discussion
formed the basis for a series of recommendations to the PHS for further
investigation. Today's instructions to PHS agencies were issued in response
to those recommendations, Dr. Brandt said.
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